King Abdullah 11, Jordanian Head of State Queen Rania

J O rd an ( Z){)iﬁ\ officially the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, is a country in Western Asia

spanning the southern part of the Syrian Desert down to the Gulf of Aqaba. Jordan shares borders with
Syria to the north, Iraq to the northeast, Saudi Arabia to the east and south, the Gulf of Aqaba to the
southwest, and the Palestinian territories of the West Bank and Israel to the west. It shares control of the
Dead Sea with Israel. Much of Jordan is covered by the Arabian Desert. However, the north-western part
of Jordan is part of the Ancient Fertile Crescent. The capital city is Amman.

During its history, Jordan has seen numerous civilizations, including such ancient eastern ones as the
Canaanite and later other Semitic peoples such as the Edomites, and the Moabites. Other civilizations
possessing political sovereignty and influence in Jordan were: Akkadian, Assyrian, Judean, Babylonian,
and Persian empires. Jordan was for a time part of Pharaonic Egypt, the Hasmonean Dynasty of the
Maccabees, and also spawned the native Nabatean civilization which left rich archaeological remains at
Petra. Cultures from the west also left their mark, such as the Macedonian, Roman, Byzantine, and
Ottoman Turkish empires. Since the seventh century the area has been under Muslim and Arab cultures,
with the exception of a brief period when the west of the area formed part of the Crusader Kingdom of
Jerusalem and a short time under British rule.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is a constitutional monarchy with representative government. The
reigning monarch is the head of state, the chief executive, and the commander-in-chief of the armed
forces. The king exercises his executive authority through the prime ministers and the Council of
Ministers, or cabinet. The cabinet, meanwhile, is responsible before the democratically elected House of
Deputies which, along with the House of Notables (Senate), constitutes the legislative branch of the
government. The judicial branch is an independent branch of the government.

Jordan is a modern Arab nation; its population is 92% Sunni Muslim with a small Christian minority.
Jordanian society is predominantly urbanized.
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Geography of Jordan

Strategic location at the head of the Gulf of Agaba and as the Arab country that shares the longest border
with Israel and the occupied West Bank

The climate in Jordan is semi-dry in summer with average temperature in the mid 30°C (mid
90°F) and relatively cold in winter averaging around 13 °C (55 °F). The western part of the country
receives greater precipitation during the winter season from November to March and snowfall in Amman.

Snow in Amman
Wadi Rum in Agaba Governorate

Spring in Amman

saltier than ocean water

Jordan is a Middle Eastern Arab country in Southwest Asia,
bordered by Syria to the north, Iraq to the northeast, Saudi
Arabia to the east and south and Israel to the west. All these
- border lines add up to 1,619 km (1,006 mi). Jordan has a
coastline of 26 km (16 mi) on the Dead Sea and the Gulf of

Agaba.

Jordan consists of arid forest plateau in the east irrigated by oasis and seasonal water streams, with
highland area in the west of arable land and Mediterranean evergreen forestry. The Great Rift Valley of
the Jordan River separates Jordan, the west bank and Israel. The highest point in the country is Jabal
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Umm al Dami, it is 1,854 m (6,083 ft) above sea level, its top is also covered with snow, while the lowest
is the Dead Sea -420 m (—1,378 ft). Jordan is part of a region considered to be "the cradle of civilization",
the Levant region of the Fertile Crescent.

Major cities include the capital Amman in the northwest, Irbid, Jerash and Zarqa, in the north. Madaba,
Karak and Agaba in the south.

The climate in Jordan is semi-dry in summer with average temperature in the mid 30°C (mid 90°F) and
relatively cold in winter averaging around 13 °C (55 °F). The western part of the country receives greater
precipitation during the winter season from November to March and snowfall in Amman.

Historical Places in Jordan

Baptism Area
in Jordan
River’ Jesus
was baptized
here by John
the Baptist.
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Karak Karak is one of the most beautiful places in earth. There are a lot of mountains
there. There are also a lot of beautiful places that you can visit and see.

Je raSh It is 40 km north of Amman, and is 550 metres above sea level. Among the

scores of cities which flourished in the Roman era , between the 1st and 4th centuries,
is the city of jarash. It is the best preserved and most complete.

Ag aba rtis the only sea outlet for Jordan. It lies on the Red Sea and is considered a
balmy winter resort.



http://www.google.com.qa/imgres?imgurl=http://www.flat3.co.uk/levant/full_size/011025.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flat3.co.uk/levant/pages/011025.htm&h=470&w=600&sz=86&tbnid=0T9MxSJzDASyjM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dkarak%2Bjordan&hl=ar&usg=__G5DhFy2EgloqnAW-OFCCbcBdA5Y=&ei=lg2FS6vZC5SzrAf-v7HsAg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=6&ct=image&ved=0CC0Q9QEwBQ�
http://www.moe.gov.jo/dir/almazar_aljanobi/jordan/pictures/JERASH/JARASH.JPG�

	Historical Places in Jordan
	Baptism Area in Jordan River’ Jesus was baptized here by John the Baptist.

